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“I work for Notre Dame International.” Because of this, 
Warren travels constantly. “I’ve been to...Mexico, 

Chile...London…Japan, China,” almost all of the world 
“except Africa.” His favorite part of his job is seeing and 
experiencing different cultures. He enjoys watching the 
students, who go abroad, mature and grow as people. 
The most challenging part of his job is communication. 
Warren graduated from University of Texas at Austin, 
and moved to South Bend after he graduated. We met 
Warren when he was on his way home from work, and 
that being said, he was still happy to take the time to 
answer our questions. We could tell from what little 
conversation we had with him that he loves his job. 



“A lot of people don’t know that I recently donated 
10 inches of my hair. It was scary for me because 

my long hair was my pride and joy. I’m happy that I 
did it now. Change is good!”



“Actually I work here… I’m about to go feed the 
football players.” Her favorite thing about Notre Dame 
“is if your parents work here you get to go to college 
free.” Ia is excited to be starting at Ivy Tech in the fall 

to study phlebotomy. Ia is studying phlebotomy 
because “I’m just not afraid of blood.” When we 

started our interview she warned us that she might 
be hard to understand because she has an accent. 

“I’m from Africa.” More specifically, she is from 
Liberia. Ia has been in South Bend for a year and she 

misses her brother who is still in Liberia. She says 
“pretty soon he soon be here.” Ia was shy at first but 

then friendly and witty when she started talking.



“I used to be a figure skater, and I was on a figure skating 
team that won a national championship in 2012.”



“I think it can be challenging to find the right people to be 
around. I met a lot of people starting out that I thought would be 
my friends the entire time, but some of them just weren’t really 
good at all. I didn’t really find my people until senior year, and it 
took finally letting go of the toxic relationships and reaching out 

to different people. It was tough but worth it.“



“I am from Turkey,” said Natalie, who is a first year 
Ph.D. student. She is studying air space and 

calculating. She says that the “interpretation of data is 
always fun,” however, it is also what is most 

challenging. Her favorite thing about Notre Dame is 
the nature. “I see many animals around the campus. ” 
Natalie loves being able to watch these animals when 
she gets a chance. “During the summer we work a lot 

on research,” but she loves going to Silver Beach 
when she is able to get away. Natalie was very friendly 
and patient. It was clear that she is passionate about 

what she is studying.



“Something that many people do not know about 
me is that I love anime. In fact, my favorite anime 
is a toss up between Sailor Moon and Kill la Kill.”



“I’m doing the ACE teaching fellows program… I really 
loved school growing up… I feel like I’ve always had a 

gift for, like, helping other people kind of get 
concepts.” Alexis is going to be teaching middle 
school, “ which is what I wanted.” As an English 

teacher, she is spending eight weeks on campus for 
her program. “My favorite part is breaking down big 
abstract ideas into, like, words that students actually 
understand.” The most challenging part of teaching, 

according to Alexis, is “motivating students to want to 
learn.” Alexis is from Phoenix, Arizona. She went to 
Georgetown for undergrad, which connected her to 

Notre Dame. “I also knew that I wanted to do service 
and give back in some way so ACE has all those 

components.” Alexis seemed a bit nervous, but also 
determined. She was friendly and enjoyable to talk 

with. We both learned a lot about the teaching 
program at Notre Dame by talking to Alexis.



“The most challenging part of college for me is 
meeting new people. I consider myself to be an 

introvert and tend to stick to my inner circle. So when 
others come around that I don’t know, I usually find 

myself being somewhat standoffish and quiet. Some 
may take it as me being stuck up, but in reality I am 
just trying to get a feel for the new person/people 

and their personality.” 


